
None for ages and then two come one after the other... 

We don’t want to overdo it but we couldn’t wait to tell you about our new ZEN Stay Alive. 

For a very long time you have asked us to produce a high power Stay Alive that will cope 

with the worst possible pickup situation and make sure your loco’s never stall. 

Well… the ZNSSA SUPER Stay Alive is here now and ready to go. 

Part number DCD-ZNSSA-1 is a single pack 

Part number DCD-ZNSSA-3 is, unsurprisingly, a cost-saving pack of three. 

There is more on the ZNSSA Super Stay Alive below, including pictures and a link to a live 

video demonstration of its abilities in both steam and diesel locos! 

The part number for this pack is DCT-NND.3 

 

This pack includes a really nice handle that is made of an aluminium alloy that has been 

properly anodised so it will resist corrosion. The handle is a convenient size and is fitted 

with a comfortable, rotating cap that sits well in the palm of your hand.  

 

Additionally, to ensure your fingers are able to grip the handle properly, it has three 

rubber rings around the barrel. A strong Neodymium magnet ensures that the tips are 

held firmly without the need for collets. 

 

This pack contains: One handle and three Nut drivers. The nut drivers are - One 2mm, 

one 3mm and one 2.54mm (1/8”) to ensure that no matter where your model is made, 

you will have the size that you need.  

 

Quality really matters with nut drivers so they are made of Chrome Vanadium steel. 

Great modelling needs good quality tools. 

We trust you enjoyed our newsletter.  

 

We would like you to look forward to their arrival so if you have suggestions, requests, 
criticisms or want to comment on anything, please feel free to do so. 

We may even include your contribution in the next one! 

Email  web@DCCconcepts.com and our webmaster will make sure we all read it! 

 

Kind regards  

Copyright DCCconcepts.com, All rights reserved. 

We hope you found this message to be useful.  

However, if you'd rather not receive future e-mails of this sort from us, please send an email to 

web@dccconcepts.com with the word STOP in the subject line.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Richard Johnson   and all of the staff at DCCconcepts 

Our UK contact details are: 

DCCconcepts Ltd, Unit E, the Sidings, Settle BD24 9RP  

Telephone is (+44) 01729 821 080. Our UK Email address is salesuk@dccconcepts.com 

 

Our Australian contact details are: 

DCCconcepts Pty Ltd, Unit 3, Lionel St, Naval Base 6165 

Telephone is (+61) 08 9437 2470. Our AU Email address is sales@dccconcepts.com 

 

You will also find us 7 days a week, 24 hours a day at www.dccconcepts.com  

The part number for this pack is DCT-SND.12 

 

We have included three handles because we suspect many of you are like us:  

 

When in the middle of a project, we do not want to have to change tips every fie 

minutes, so having three handles lets us choose the tips that we need at the start and 

then just get on with the job!.  

 

This pack contains: Three handles. Three (-) type tips, one 1.5mm, one 2mm and 1 

2.5mm. Three (+) type tips, one PH-00, one PH-0 and one PH-1 size. As well there are 

three Nut drivers: One 2mm, one 3mm and one 2.54mm (1/8”). This selection should 

cover every size and type of screw and nut you will encounter in your models. 

 

Again, quality matters so all of the tips included are made of Chrome Vanadium steel. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

No matter how well you lay the track, and how often you clean, there will 

always be that one spot on the layout where a loco stutters & stops. 

 

It can be annoying with any loco, but its even more frustrating with sound locomotives 

as a stall is often accompanied by a sound reset as well.  

 

The ZNSSA Stay Alive will fix that problem with any locomotive it is fitted to. We are 

confident enough after many, many tests to say that as long as the installation is OK, 

the loco is running and the track is at least good enough to run on… we guarantee it! 

 

Here are the details you may need to know: 

The ZNSSA: A powerful Stay Alive to guarantee no stalling. 

The ZNSSA has an unusually high level of power storage. Far more than is needed to 

keep almost any locomotive running in O, OO, HO and other common modelling scales.  

 

While the actual distance your loco will run after power is removed will of course vary a 

little with the loco type, the train it is pulling and how much current is being drawn, our 

tests consistently show that more than 2 metres and up to 3.5 metres of “track power 

free” running will usually result. (This is what we constantly achieve with OO/HO scale 

locomotives). 

 

Even if we say 1/3 of those distances for O scale… how dirty can your trackwork be? 

 

A picture is worth a thousand words…. So let us show you. 
 

Here is a video that includes two locos fitted with the ZNSSA Stay Alive….  

Running happily over metres of track with NO power available! 

The simple answer is, as long as you have space and you are using a decoder from our 

ZEN range or any decoder which provides connections for a 2-wire Stay Alive, it is easy.  

 

Basically, with Zen decoders all you need to do is trim the wires to length then match 

the wire colours between the Stay Alive and the decoders Stay Alive wires. That is, you 

attach the blue (positive) Stay Alive wire of the ZNSSA Stay Alive to the decoders blue 

Stay Alive wire, and the black ZNSSA Stay Alive wire to the decoders black Stay Alive 

wire. That’s it - job done! (of course, don’t forget to add heat-shrink to insulate joints). 

The ZNSSA Stay Alive is sold singly or in a value pack of three: 

 

DCD-ZNSSA-1 is the single pack 

www.dccconcepts.com/product/zen-super-high-power-stay-alive-x-1/ 

 

DCD-ZNSSA-3 is the 3 pack (Buying a 3-pack will also save you money) 

www.dccconcepts.com/product/zen-super-high-power-stay-alive-x-3-value-pack/ 

 

The ZNSSA super high power Stay Alive is here now and ex stock.   

You are invited to call us or order online at www.dccconcepts.com, or, if you prefer to 

buy from your local hobby shop, they will also be able to obtain them for you if you ask. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

With DCCconcepts now on both sides of the world… 
Different places in the world now show different ranges, currencies & tax rates. 

Several customers have asked, so we thought we’d fill in the details: 

Some third party products DO exist in Australia but are not yet available from UK (we 

will add many of these as time progresses, so please do be patient).  

And… while our DCCconcepts website looks very similar no matter where you view it 

from - what you will actually see and which DCCconcepts office delivers your purchases 

to you will actually depend on “where in the world” you are. 

Additionally of course, depending on where you are, you may or may not need to pay  

UK (VAT) or Australian (GST) local retail taxes, so we have automated things so that 

when purchasing from us, you will see & know in advance what things will actually cost. 

This map and key gives you a guideline: You can also access a larger copy of it 

from our website home page if you wish. 

DCCconcepts UK 

DCCconcepts Australia 

What you’ll see when you visit or buy from www.dccconcepts.com 

Dealers will be supplied from Australia:   Prices in $AUD with Australian 10% GST. 

Consumers supplied from Australia:  Prices in $AUD with Australian 10% GST 

Dealers will be supplied from Australia:   Prices in $AUD without Australian 10% GST 

Consumers supplied from Australia:  Prices in $AUD without Australian 10% GST 

Dealers will be supplied from the UK:      Prices in £ without UK 20% VAT 

Consumers supplied from the UK:      Prices in £ without UK 20% VAT 

Dealers will be supplied from the UK:      Prices in £UK with UK 20% VAT 

Consumers supplied from the UK:      Prices in £UK with UK 20% VAT 

Dealers will be supplied from the UK:      Prices in £UK without UK 20% VAT 

Consumers supplied from Australia:  Prices in $AUD without Australian 10% GST 

Newsletters can be a little like Buses! 

How big is it?  

The ZNSSA Stay Alive is 32mm long, 16.1 mm wide and 5.3mm high. This is very 

close to the size shown here if the newsletter is printed out on A4 paper). That is - 

ideal for O scale, small enough for most OO or HO scale locomotives but perhaps 

difficult with smaller tank locomotives and of course, smaller scales such as N  

How can you say that you guarantee no stalling?  

How hard is it to install a ZNSSA Stay Alive?  

Its almost as easy to do, but you may need to solder the Stay Alive wires to the edge 

of the PCB of the sound decoder.  

 

ESU and Zimo both explain how to add Stay Alive devices to their decoders in their 

manuals. For other sound decoder brands, please check their manuals or email their 

customer service people and ask if it is possible or how to do it rather than guessing… 

How can I install this Stay Alive with ESU, Zimo or other sound decoders?  

It is possible, as the connection points are the blue “function ground wire” and a (-) 

connection point within the decoder circuit on the decoder side of the bridge rectifier. 

 

However DO be careful. You will have to remove any heat-shrink from the decoder 

and solder directly to the decoder circuit board. This needs good soldering skills and a 

steady hand… and of course, if you DO make an error, there will be no warranty! 

Can I install the ZNSSA Stay Alive and use it with other brands of decoders 

that do not have Stay Alive wires or Stay Alive connection points? 

Yes, please do not have DCC rail voltage above 18 volts. DCC systems tend to be set 

at a safe level and as long as you are using a good quality power supply it will not be 

a problem.  

 

Check carefully though if you model in the larger scales. Some large scale DCC sys-

tems can use higher voltages. (G scale for example). (We add this caution only be-

cause Stay Alive circuits are more sensitive to over-voltage than decoders.  

 

If the rail voltage is too high, the Stay Alive will get warm. If you are at all unsure, 

then install it, leave the body off and check… or email or call us and ask. 

Is there anything else I need to know?  

How is the ZNSSA Stay Alive sold? 

We are all hand-on modellers so we get frustrated when tools are not up to 

the job… or do not feel right in our hands. 

Screw and nut drivers are things we’ve had to buy all too often as they do not last the 

way they should.  

 

That has led us to extend our modelling tool range to include two new products. 

The first includes a really nice handle and three nut drivers.  

The second pack is a set with three  handles, a choice of six 

screwdriver tips and of course, all three nut drivers mentioned above.  

https://www.dccconcepts.com/product/zen-super-high-power-stay-alive-x-1/
http://www.dccconcepts.com/product/zen-super-high-power-stay-alive-x-3-value-pack/
https://www.dccconcepts.com/product/nut-driver-set/
mailto:web@DCCconcepts.com
https://goo.gl/maps/Se2Wi6Dq4Kx
mailto:salesuk@dccconcepts.com?subject=RE:%20DCCconcepts%20May%202017%20Newsletter
https://goo.gl/maps/3LTEesg3UbF2
mailto:sales@dccconcepts.com?subject=RE:%20DCCconcepts%20May%202017%20Newsletter
http://www.dccconcepts.com
https://www.dccconcepts.com/product/screw-nut-driver-set/
https://www.dccconcepts.com/product/zen-super-high-power-stay-alive-x-1/
https://www.dccconcepts.com/product/zen-super-high-power-stay-alive-x-3-value-pack/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QBcZmlLS3vw

